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SUBJECT: SYRIA - DEPUTY PETROLEUM MINISTER ASKS FOR US COMPANIES' 
INTEREST 

1. SYRIAN DEPUTY MINISTER FOR PETROLEUM AND MINERAL RESOURCES, 
ENG NADER S. NABULSI, HAS WRITTEN AMBASSADOR ASKING THAT 
EMBASSY BRING TO ATTENTION OF US PETROLEUM COMPANIES "SEVERAL 
AREAS" IN SYRIA WHICH ARE OPEN FOR EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITA- 
TION "ON THE BASIS OF WHAT IS CALLED PRODUCTION SHARING CON- 
TRACT OR SERVICE CONTRACT." NABULSI ASKS THAT INTERESTED US 
COMPANIES CONTACT HIM DIRECTLY AT SYRIAN PETROLEUM CO., PO 
BOX 3378, DAMASCUS, SAR, CABLE PETSYRIA. HE ALSO ENCOURAGED 
COMPANIES TO VISIT DAMASCUS TO OBTAIN NECESSARY FETA AND 
PRINCIPLES OF AGREEMENT. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS OUR MOST DIRECT, WRITTEN APPROACH FROM 
PETROLEUM MINISTRY. NABULSI, APPOINTED DEPUTY MINISTER AUG 8 
(DEP MIN BURHAN ATA'EI CONTINUES, BUT IN CHARGE OF MINERAL 
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MISSOURI-EDUCATED GEOLOGIST IN EARLY I960' (FIVE YEARS IN US), 

HE HAS BEEN IN PETROLEUM MINISTRY SINCE RETURN TO SYRIA. HE 
ALSO ACCOMPANIED FIRST SYRIA IVP GROUP VISIT TO US IN IANUARY 
TO STUDY ERTS APPLICATION TO SYRIA. (IN TRANSMITTING NABULSI'S 
LETTER, SARG MFA LEFT ON DISTRIBUTION LIST: US, UK, FRANCE, 

ITALY, FRG, SPAIN, NETHERLANDS, YUGOSLAVIA, EAST GERMANY, 
NORWAY AND JAPAN.) 

3. IN SEPT 2 DISCUSSION WITH ECONOFF. NABULSI EMPHASIZED 

HIS STRONG, INDEPENDENT AUTHORITY IN PETROLEUM MINISTRY AS 
REGARDS NEGOTIATIONS ON NEW AREAS. AUG 18 SARG ORDER 
APPOINTS NABULSI AS HEAD OF SPECIAL SARG COMMITTEE TO NEGOTIATE 
ALL NEW EXPLORATION CONTRACTS; THREE OTHER MEMBERS ARE SYRIAN 
PETROLEUM CO. DG ALI IBRAHIM AND DIRECTORS IN CHARGE OF EXPLORA- 
TION AND LEGAL DEPARTMENT. THIS SPECIAL COMMITTEE IS CHARGED 
TO REPORT DIRECTLY TO DEP PM FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MOHAMMAD 
HAYDAR AND PM MAHMUD AL-AYYUBI. THUS, NABULSI HAS BEEN GIVEN 
TOP-LEVEL SUPPORT AND POSITION INDEPENDENT FROM PETROLEUM 
MINISTER TO NEGOTIATE NEW CONTRACTS. NABULSI SAYS PRESSURE 
IS DEFINITELY EVIDENT FROM PRESIDENT ASAD ON DOWN TO GET 
MOVING AND NABULSI STRONGLY BELIEVES COMPANIES THAT HAVE 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH MINISTRY PREVIOUSLY WILL FIND MUCH MORE 
FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE IN DEALING WITH NEW, SEPCIAL COMMITTEE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: WOULD APPRECIATE STATE/ USDOC INFORMING 
APPROPRIATE US COMPANIES OF THIS LATEST SYRIAN EXPRESSION OF 
STRONG INTEREST IN AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN SYRIAN PETROLEUM 
EXPLORATION. WHILE WE REALIZE SOME COMPANIES MAY BE CAUTIOUS 
ABOUT SYRIA (STATE 172097), IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO US IF 
COMPANIES WOULD CONFIDE IN US BACKGROUND ON THEIR APPROACHES 
TO SYRIAN OFFICIALS SO THAT WE MAY HAVE GUIDANCE TO USE IN 
ENCOURAGING NABULSI AND OTHERS TO BE MORE FORTHCOMING. IN 
RESPONSE TO DAMASCUS 3182 SENT TO AMOCO, LELAND, C. ADAMS, 
PRESIDENT AMOCO INTERNATIONAL OIL CO., IN A COMMERCIAL CABLE, 

DID PROVIDE US WITH USEFUL BACKGROUND AND WE WERE ABLE TO 
ENCORAGE NABULSI TO BE MORE FORTHCOMING WITH AMOCO AND CON- 
TINUE CONTACTS WITH THIS EXPERIENCED AMERICAN COMPANY, WHICH 
HE PROMISED TO DO IMMEDIATELY. REQUEST DEPT INFORM AMOCO/ 
ADAMS OF SUBSTANCE OF THIS MESSAGE. 

MURPHY 
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